City Editor

CALUMET — Three months ago
tomorrow 1l-year-old Karl Heikell
just up and disappeared.

It happens

But it isn"t supposed to happen here.

This is a relatively quiet com-
munity, in many ways remote; a
destination for travelers and a haven
for the retired, an escape from the
smog and uneasiness of city life, from
frightening crime rates and homes
with burglar alarms.

Industry is minimal since the many
copper mines were shut down years
ago. The emphasis now is on tourism.

Over the past few years there have
been a couple of cases of disoriented
elderly people wandering into the
woods and becoming lost. But that's
about it.

The disappearance of an 11-year-old
boy — without a trace — is something
else again.

“I keep that one right on the top of
my desk,” said Det. Sgt. John Aird at
the state police post in Calumet.

Aird worked on the case from the

beginning.

Karl disappeared the afternoon of
Halloween, a Saturday. He had stayed
away overnight before, visiting with
friends. But he usually called to let his
parents know where he was.

Sunday morning came.Where is
Karl? Why isn't he home yet? What
happened?

Patricia and Lawrence Heikell
began looking for their son. By 6 p.m.
Sunday their concern had turned to
worry. State police were notified and

never recovered, but phym-w
her slide into a small opening beneath
aconcrete

“Everyday we're just hoping
something will break,’’ he said. “It's
lik:lmmim your head into a brick
“ "' .

Aird was asked about theories.

**‘Anything I tell you would just be a
guess. Ther~'s the possibility of foul
play, an accident of some sort and a

Three months later—still nothing

TURAway. "Bu that's a very dim
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that his parents or police think would

friendly — easily persuaded,” his
mother said.

Alter three months, I still have
hope,” she said.

Christmas without Karl was
Fieikalis have had 1 go firongh sofar

have had to go thromgh so far.

‘“The night before, Christmas Eve, 1
had to leave work early,” Mrs.
Heikell said. “] just couldn’t take it.
And the next day, Christmas...” her
voice trailed off. :

Aird said he plans to send up an air-
plane with an infrared camera in the
spring. He said the camera can detect
decomnposed bodies. It would be inef-
fective during the winter, when
everything is frozen, he said.

“Two more months until spring,”
said Mrs. Heikell. ““T hope it isn't that;
it'uugmu-t'umhmlhhl

The boy’s father is unemployed now
and “‘he’s really taking it hard,” said
Mrs. Heikell. He has more time to sit
and think, she said.

Mrs. Heikell learned of the nation-
wide parents’ organization Child Find
on the Phil Donohue television show
andis about joining it.

“But it costs $50 and I'd want to be
sureit’s legitimate.”

There's a $550 reward fund at the
state police post in Calumet, con-
tributed to by various people. Aird
would like nothing better than to see it
claimed.

“In my 25 years with the state
police this is the most frustrating case
I've ever been on,” he said.

He lifted a thick sheaf of papers
from his desktop.

“Thirty pages of reports, andin the
end you've got nothing."
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